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Dear Friends,

With the Christmas season upon us, and gift-giving on our minds, | was recently
reminded about 2 free gifts that are valuable beyond measure. The first is the gift of life
freely given by Jesus Christ; the second, the gift of life shared by blood donors around
the world.

Last week | trekked to a local church to give and was reminded how the Red Cross and
the Church have some things in common. As | entered the church basement | was
greeted by a cheerful volunteer who handed me a packet of information. | waited on
hard chairs for my turn to get poked and prodded. Background music filled the air.
Finally, | landed on a flat table and an efficient young nurse began her duties. “You'll
feel a short pinch” she said as she drove the needle into my vein. Then with a grimace
she said, “Sorry, you might have some bruising with that one”. Indeed | did. But |
offered her a smile and accepted her apology. It's all part of the give and take of
donating blood. Nearby, another donor complained about her time being valuable, and
needing to get back to work. A third donor kept the nurses scurrying as his donation
had complications. Meanwhile, | dripped along, squeezing the little red ball every 4
seconds. After 20 minutes and some nursely concern on how slow | was going, my bag
finally filled up. A volunteer invited me to the canteen for juice and cookies, and after
socializing for a few minutes | was on my way. The unit of deep red blood that was
taken from each donor would be whisked to Lansing for processing, then within days it
would be dripped into another human being, restoring hope for their future.

The gift of life, so miraculously bundled into a thick red liquid, can’t be created in a test
tube, but it can shared, drop by drop from one human life to the next. Likewise, the gift
of spiritual life and vitality comes straight from the hand of God. We can’t create it
ourselves, but we certainly can share it, unit by unit, drop by drop.

This Christmas, as you consider what Christ has done for you in offering his life and his
blood, won’t you consider how you can re-gift his gift by giving away his love to others?

God is the ultimate giver of all life and all good gifts; all the donor needs to offer is time
and a wee bit of tolerance for discomfort of one kind or another.

In the love of Christ and his Cross,

Pastor Donna



Missions by Lois Richardson

I'll start this mission report with news about our Thanksgiving baskets. This year we put
together 10 baskets, all of which contained a turkey and all of the traditional
Thanksgiving Day food items. So many items were donated that these families will be
helped far more than just the Thanksgiving Day dinner. Five were delivered to local
families and five were brought to Bethany Christian Services and were delivered by
them to some of their client families in this area. New this year was the addition of a gas
card. The needs were great and all the recipients were most thankful for your
generosity.

We have two congregational mission projects for December; the first is United Christian
Services in Paw Paw. This project is funded by donations from many local churches. It
covers various needs of people; help with rent, gas for cars, home heating fuel, utilities,
medicine and medical supplies are some examples. Money donations can be made to
the children's mission globes in December or by checking the mission box on your
offering envelopes and listing the donation amount for that project. Our Christmas Eve
offering will also be given to this organization.

We have made available again this year the opportunity to select an angel from the
Angel Tree and purchase a gift for that specific child. As of this writing all 16 angels
were selected the first day offered on November 30. All unwrapped gifts should be
placed under the Christmas tree by Sunday, December 14. The price range is $15-$20.
These gifts will be given to children in Van Buren Co. by the Department of Human
Services in Hartford.

In January, our Lane 1 project will once again go towards the support of our missionary,
Paul Webster. Paul was back in the United States for a few months earlier this year. He
was able to visit many of his supporting churches, including Almena. He gave a noon
time presentation at a potluck here. All of those who were able to attend were very
impressed by his obvious dedication to his agricultural work project at Mujila Falls in
Congo/Zambia, West Africa and his love of the people there. His many projects and
improvements there have made such a lasting difference in the lives of the people. Just
a reminder that we have assumed the responsibility of being a Covenant church for
Paul. At $5 per member, our support amount due is about $450. Read his very
interesting E-mail letter to us elsewhere in this newsletter.

On a personal note, | will no longer be the mission chairperson next year. That task will
be assumed by Janet Swigart. | hope you will be as supportive of her as you have been
to me. | really enjoyed that position because of my love for missions and the generous
response you gave to the monthly mission projects, which was so appreciated by me.
Janet will need some assistance in this big job. If any of you would like to serve on the
missions committee, please let her know. | can assure you it will be a rewarding
experience.
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Pre-School — 2™ Grade — Elizabeth Gordy

December - Birth of Jesus

“For God so |oved the world that he gave his one and only
Son that whoever believes in him shall hot perish but have
eternal life.” John 3:16

Jahuary — Jesus’ Baptism
“\You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Mark 1:12

February — Five [Loaves
“Chare with God’s people Who are in heed”. Romans 12:13

Each month’s topicC is covered in the Bible Hut, Craft Corner, Snack Café and Movie Theatre.



MIDDLERS CLASS (3" to 5" Grades)
Shirley Huffman, Teacher

The Middler's have been busy. We made a poster showing Creation and it will be
displayed downstairs next week if you would like to see it. The children have had fun
placing birds, animals and fish on the poster along with stars, earth, signs of night and
day and Adam and Eve.

We have been studying the Old and New Testaments. In the New Testament we are
studying about Jesus and his ministry. We are searching for the following...Miracles,
Healings, Parables and Teachings of Jesus.

With the Christmas season fast approaching we will zero in on the stories of the Birth of
Jesus found in the books of Luke and Matthew. We hope also to make a Christmas
craft.

We also are learning the proper usage of the bible and about the people that wrote it
and those who prophesied about the promise of a coming Messiah.
We are happy to have seven children attending our class, grades 3-5. The following
students and teacher invite your child to join us at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday morning:
Ashley, Hope, Jakob, Kate, Mallory, Tim, Tyler and Mrs. Huffman.

Thank you to Mr. Richard Gancer for helping to purchase our prizes for our good
attendance these past six weeks.

Jr. /Sr. High School (Alpha Room) - Jackie Coons

“Amazing Bible Race”
TEAM SCAVENGER HUNTS THAT GET YOUTH EXCITED ABOUT THE BIBLE

Go on a journey through the Bible. This is a thrilling scavenger hunt that brings to life
the biblical characters, stories, events and messages that we have come to love and
live by. Youth read through the Bible in its entirety over the course of 6 12-week “legs”.
With every chapter read, Amazing Bible Race builds knowledge, holy habits and faith.

Adult Study (Downstairs-Back Corner room) — Sam Gordy

Sam is wrapping up the study on Daniel / Be Resolute which is expected to be
completed by the end of December. After the Sunday school class on “Prayer” (led by
Pastor Donna) is completed, Sam will begin a new study on the books of “Ruth and
Esther”.

Adult Bible Study (Upstairs in Fellowship Hall) — Theron Huffman
The “Gospels” - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
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Sue Gay will be conducting a 3-week training session related to
Caregiving Ministries. The class will be held Tuesdays from 7
p-m. to 830 p.m. beginning December 2 and will meet at her

home at 1760 South Eighth Street (between KL Avenue and ML
Avenue). Please contact Sue for more information or directions.

Upcoming Sunday School Classes

January 2009 - Pastor Donna will be conducting a 6-week class on “Prayer”
(January 4 thru February 8).

February 2009 - Adult SS Study - Sam Gordy; Books of Ruth and Esther




MONDAY MORNING ECUMENICAL BIBLE STUDY
Questions?Phone 6574300

WHEN? Mondays at 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. We stop promptly at 11:30.
WHERE?  Places announced in bulletin, or see foyer bulletin board calendar
WHAT? A subject i's picked We arg all & gaxioasrlewels ofwe e k s 6
learning and enjoy the fellowship of being together. We have just finished the Old Testament
with a study of the 400 Silent Years. On December 15th the group will be packing gift boxes for
the elderly and shut-ins in area and will deliver them the same day. Below is our schedule until
the end of the year. Approximately 10 to 15 people attend, and we are an Ecumenical group. We
invite you and yours to enjoy the camaraderie while becoming acquainted with your neighbor
and pew partners.
December 1T Huf f mands home
December8i Mar ci a Wil Il i ams6 home
December 15 - Almena Church 9:30 a.m.(notice time change) for packing Christmas baskets.
December 297 NO CLASS
January 51 NO CLASS

AUMC Choir Takes Shape Again

Lauren Sorensen

At this time of Thanksgiving and Christmas Blessings, | am especially thankful for the blessing of the
Choir here at Almena UMC. Never in a million years would | have imagined how fulfilling it could be to
direct such talented and willing choir members. | thank everyone in the church for the opportunity to

attempt to fill Sandi Boucherdés shoes as choir di
Whil e we are starting oudutddhediiehoiwe lelarde wad di rs
starting in the New Year. That 6 s not to say thatf aweorwotnedts ornegtsu rtnh
perfor med, but we 01 | be stretching our comfort :
encouraging duets and solos.

I f you have any favorites that youdd | ike wus to
member or myself. We are slightly | imited by that for whic
certainly willing to research some other resources to accommodate.

And, as al ways, i f you feel | i KM Ojr @ nanid ab elgdela, t her
especially, and wedl | Yadubdalyls dwieslccoovnmeer awhoath ear woon dce

collectively raise our hearts in song to God and to share in the Christian fellowship of one another.

Thank you again for the wonderful blessing of the directing position. | pray that our performances will
move the congregation and please our Father.



AUMC Leadership Retreat - January 31, 2009

A Leadership Retreat for all members of the 2009 Administrative Board

will be held on Satur day January 31, 2009 . Please mark your calendar

and plan to join us as we prepare for the year with prayer, worship,

training and dial ogue. Weat her permitting; w
bring appropriate clothing and boots. The one day retreat will be held at

the Transformations Spirituality Center located at 3427 Gull Road ( M -43

just east of Kalamazoo) Nazareth, Ml 49074 . Please confirm your

attendance by contacting Pastor Donna by mid -January. Coffee and

Lunch is included. Donations for lunch acc epted, but not expected. If

youdd Ii ke to carpool, meet at church at 8:30

9:00 Gathering
9:30 & 4:00 Program

Join Us for the Christmas Season at AUMC

Advent Sermon Series:

Nov. 30 - Fear Not: Unanswered Prayer

Dec. 7 - Fear Not: The Impossible

Dec. 14 - Fear Not: Obedience

Dec. 21 - Fear Not: Salvation

Dec. 24 at 7:00 PM - A Certain Place and Time

Speci al Event seée.
Bring your family and friends, co -workers, neighbors
and associates on any Sunday,andes peci ally toé

oComing Home for Christmas 6
Sunday, December 14 t at 6:30 p.m.

A musical drama presented by the Fellowship Choir and Celebration Kids
No Charge, but a free -will offering will be taken.
Refreshments will be served following the performance

Candlelight Christmas Eve Celebration

(With Communion )

Wednesday, December 24t at 7:00 p.m.




Almena UMC 2009 Committee Chairs and Leadership Roles

Pastor

Donna Keyte

Administrative Board Chair

Jerry Lentz

Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair

Janet Swigart

Finance Chair/Treasurer Dave Bates
Finance Secretary Diane Ross
Trustee Chair Sue Tinkler
Worship Chair Dave Field
Education Chair Elizabeth Gordy
Outreach Ministries (open)

Youth Group (open)

Mission Chair Janet Swigart
Lay Leader Sam Gordy

Lay Member to Annual Conference

Janet Swigart

Memorial Committee

Shirley Huffman

Prayer Ministry/Prayer Chain Coordinator

Shirley Lyke

Caring Companions Coordinator

Sue Gay

Choir Director

Lauren Sorensen

Funeral Luncheon Coordinator

Pat Conolly (sub Carol Buell)

Potluck Ministry

Marie Wilke-Dolber

Mends Group Sam Gordy
Almena Quilters Diane Ross
Church Historian Shirley Huffman
Membership Secretary Bea Grimm
Newsletter Coordinator Janet Gill

From the Ellis family ~~We are truly Giving Thanks at this season for the many blessings which
have been bestowed on us by the people who helped furnish, prepare, and deliver meals after the
Tuesday Alpha programs. Also, thanks to all the others who have stopped by with food,
cards, flowers and good wishes. And SO many cards!!! It has been very humbling to receive so

much attention. Keep it up for others who are in need. God's blessings to you all!!

Tom and Bea Ellis

On the Spartan UPC code labels, we have passed the 1500 count toward 2000 and a $40 check
from the Spartan Foods Co. Keep them coming, neatly clipped is most helpful due to FAST
losing sight. Tom will gladly accept them if and until Bea can again attend services. Dr. says

another 3 months. Or 6 months, orgy!!!




MUJILA FALLS AGRICULTURE CENTRE
Rev. Paul L Webster

iThe Lord God took the man and put hi @enéesis2:15h e

I am often reminded of the man who had recently bought a very run down old farm and had
worked for a couple of years to get the buildings back in shape, the orchards pruned, the fences
rebuilt and the land cleared of stumps and stones. Very often his pastor would stop by and
compliment the farmer on “how he and God had done wonders with the old place”. This sort of
grated on the farmer so after hearing once too often about how “he and God” had done some
new project on the old farmstead, the farmer replied to the pastor, saying: Yes, me and God did
do a lot with this place, you should have seen what it looked like when God had it by himself”.

We all know that God created Eden, but then God had to create man to tend it and care for it.
This relationship continues to this day. God has created everything, but we are still called upon
to be the caretakers and the stewards of God’s creation.

When Roxanne and | first laid eyes on Mujila Falls it was just wilderness with no order or
production. It has been a labor of many people over the past eight years to make it bloom and
become fruitful. Yes, God provided the seeds, the rain, the sunshine, and the soil, but we, as
the gardeners, have provided a vision, a plan, the labor, and the hope of an abundant harvest.

Tshala, my Co-director at Mujila Falls reports that the first acres of corn are planted and that the
tiny seedlings are beginning to push up out of the ground. He tells me that since | left Zambia in
May that we have had five new calves, eight new goats and a new baby donkey. We have
added a thousand chickens and we are now producing over 1500 eggs per day. We have had
countless rabbits born, a few turkeys, and about 18 more pigs added to the many | left in May.
In June they harvested 120 tons of corn. Our banana and plantain plantations are producing
hundreds of pounds of bananas, and our citrus, guava, mango, and papaya groves are
producing magnificently. | look forward to getting back to enjoy the yoghurt made from our
goat’s milk and flavored with our strawberries. All of this on land that in 2000 was producing
absolutely nothing.

Some ask when we are going to be finished with our work at Mujila Falls. The answer, perhaps,
is never. | have set goals for the coming four years to develop a tilapia fish farm, to train and
develop a bee keeping cooperative, to introduce sheep to our site, to continue to build a
sustainable forestry project that will provide soft woods for building construction and hardwoods
(rosewood, mahogany, and teak) for fine furniture, flooring, ceiling panels and door
manufacture. We are planning to build a competent pressure water distribution system and
eventually to build a micro-hydro electric plant near the falls to power refrigerators, a hammer
mill, welders, stoves, lighting for classrooms, and power for woodworking shops. God has given
the United Methodist Church about 1500 acres of land. So far we have only developed a very
small corner of that massive property. | believe God wouldn’t have put it into our hands if God
didn’t expect us to use it for the benefit of God’s people.

People always want to know how many people our project affects. If you can imagine that if
each person only gets one egg per day, we are affecting 1500 persons every day through the
production of our egg layer project. Our eggs and hogs have not only been sold in Zambia, but
also in neighboring Angola and D.R.Congo. Of course, our ultimate goal is to train many people
from near and far to utilize the same techniques that we are pioneering to empower themselves
and their families on lands that they themselves control.

We have just added a new staff person to do outreach and Christian education. His name is
Lenox Sakuwaha. Through our help he has just graduated from an accredited seminary. | look
forward to getting back to Muijila Falls to help him get started in a broader effort to do outreach
and social development throughout our area and Provisional Annual Conference.

Garden



On Nov. 11" | will be going back to “tend God’s garden” at Mujila Falls. Many have
complimented me on my ability to speak about our work at Mujila Falls over the past six months
in North Carolina, West Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, W. Michigan, Detroit, Minnesota and Kansas
Conferences, but in reality | much prefer working the soil and sharing in the harvest with our
brothers and sisters in Christ in Zambia and D.R.Congo. That is the place | feel closest to God.

I have given around 140 presentations over the past six months. Each one being one and a half
to two hours or more long. | have slept in many beds and | have eaten more potluck food than
anyone has a right to. It has been tiring. | have had little time to see my daughter, grandson,
mother and other family members. They know the importance of my work and, | hope,
understand my neglect of them.

| deeply apologize to those congregations that | was unable to visit on this round of itineration.
Scheduling was tight and distances often too great. | am working to insure that Tshala, my Co-
Director will visit many of you (especially in lllinois, Indiana, W. Ohio and E. Ohio) when he
itinerates in a year or so. | will make it a point of trying to get copies of my PowerPoint to those
churches | couldn’t visit. Please be aware that any of you can e-mail me with your questions or
concerns. | also have a webpage that will explain most of our project work: www.muijilafalls.com

Please remember that Mujila Falls is struggling in a time of economic downturn, fuel, fertilizer
and feed inflation and the continuing devaluation of the U.S. Dollar. Any and all gifts at this time
are very welcome. Please send them to our advance special number: 15016A. All gifts through
the United Methodist Church are tax deductible and 100% go through to our project. No other
organization can do this for you.

Again, | thank all of those who housed and fed me for the past six months. Your support
strengthened me and made it possible for me to tell the good news of what the United Methodist
Church is doing to save both lives and souls in Africa.

Your Servant in Christ,

Rev. Paul L Webster



http://www.mujilafalls.com/

